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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Fellow Association members and friends of the 15" Infantry Regiment,

| would like to thank LTC Harvey, Major Delgado, and all the officers and soldiers of the 1*' Battalion for the outstanding
job they did hosting our association at their Regimental Ball in Columbus on 19 September during the Society of the 3'
Infantry Division’s reunion. Unfortunately | was unable to attend, but all reports | have received indicate that it was a
superb evening. | would also like to thank Tad Davis and John Burke for their hard work in organizing our participation
in the ball, as well as shepherding our members from the hotel to the Iron Works, a late-breaking change in venue which
we had not been able to communicate to all our attending members.

| was very disappointed to not be able to meet our Old China Hand, Frank Eaton, but | am very happy that our members
and the soldiers of the battalion had the opportunity to meet him — a living, breathing representative of our service in
China. Thank you for coming, Frank, all the way up from Florida. We wish you many more years of good health and we
hope we’ll get to see you again next year.

| forwarded to the battalion a recording of the 15" Infantry Regiment Quick March. This march comes from the
immediate post-Civil War period and was composed by the Regiment’s band master of the day. | found this march
while conducting research on the Regiment at the Library of Congress. | had asked several Army bands whether they
could play it or record it, but as instruments have changed since Civil War days it would have required extensive
transposing and rearranging, a process that does not come cheap. Luckily an outstanding Civil War reenactment band,
the 33" Illinois Volunteer Regiment Band, came up on the net and recorded it for us, free of charge. The band, through
their Band Manager, Darcy Ackley, asked me to pass on to our soldiers, and to our veterans, their thanks for your
service in maintaining our country’s freedom. They have also asked whether they may include our March in their
repertoire, and | gave them a hearty Can Do. We also had the great honor of having LTG John Cushman (ret.) prepare
a presentation on the Regiment'’s service in China for use in the China Room. LTG Cushman was born in China while
his father served in the Regiment and is another link to our Regiment’s glorious past. Thank you, Sir, for sharing your
work with us, as well as joining us all at the Regimental Ball and serving as guest speaker.

The Association is still looking for an enthusiastic member to take over the membership chair and give John Burke a
well-deserved rest after many years of hard work on behalf of our association. Dave Adams has decided to carry on the
duties of Editor for the sake of the Association and despite having asked for relief over a year. | would like to thank Tom
Heitzer for assuming a number of the supporting duties for mailing and labeling to help Dave with the load, but we do
still need someone to take over for Dave in 2009. We also have the requirement for a Constitution and Bylaws
Chairman. These documents are becoming dated, and we need a quality member to take on the mission to ensure our
governing documents keep up with the changing times. Again, thanks to all who made the reunion and Regimental Ball

such great successes. Can Do!
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The Dragon is the quarterly
publication of the 15" Infantry
Regiment Association. It is published
in January, April, July and October.’
Neither its editorial nor articles
content carry official endorsement of
the Association. Input for the Dragon
is due the 15th of each month prior
to publishing.

Obijectives of the Association

To perpetuate and foster the history
and traditions of the Regiment.

To provide opportunities for uniting
past and present members of the
Regiment into a close and
cooperative alliance.

To promote morale and high Espirit
de corps among members of the
Regiment. ~ To acquire and
maintain a repository of regimental
historical memorabilia.

To perpetuate and foster the history
and traditions of the Regiment.

To assist in the maintenance of
monuments dedicated to the units of
the 15" Infantry Regiment.

Send dues and new addresses to:

Bartolo Viruso, 116 Harriett Road
North Babylon, NY 11703

Annual dues $10 for regular
members and $5 for active duty
members, due October 1 each year.

Life membership: To age 60 = $150;
Age 6169 =$120; Age 70-79 =$100;
Age 80 and above= $50.

Send or Email news items to:

Dave Adams, Editor, the Dragon
1769 Highlands View Drive SE
Smyrna, GA 30082-5223
404-580-9845
7thcavghost@gmail.com

LTC Timothy Stoy

6531 Milva Lane
Springfield, VA 22150
703-912-4218
Timmonil5@yahoo.com

Addison D. (Tad) Davis V
31 Ridge Ford Drive Burke,
VA 22015

703-912-7999
Tad.Davis@us.army.mil

Dave Adams

176 Highlands Vw Drive
Smyrna, GA 39082-5223
404-580-9845
7thcavghost@gmail.com

Bart Viruso

116 Harriett Road

North Babylon, NY 11703
631-587-0587
Viruso8@aol.com

John Burke

5019 Summit Drive
Phenix City, AL 36867
334-298-7336
johntburke@ctvea.net

LTC Kenneth Harvey
HQ, 1-15

Ft. Benning, GA
3190501641
706-544-1633

CSM Mark Moore

HQ, 1-15, Bldg 9161

Ft Benning, GA 31895-1641
706-544-1228

Charles C. Trout
10191 Birchwood Drive
Huntington Beach, CA
92646-5432
706-544-1735
chaptrout@aol.com

I
Tom Twomey

1923 Wendover Dr
Fayetteville, NC 28304
910-484-8886
ttwomey@nc.rr.com

Jerry Bates

1903 Mallison Way
Alexandria, VA 22308-
2760

703-360-5271

LTC Timothy Stoy
6531 Milva Lane
Springdfield, VA 22150
703-912-4218

Richard N. McKiddy
12105 E. 65" Street
Kansas City, MO 64133
520-744-6197

Charles R. Crain

312 Don Drive
Greenville, SC 29607
520-744-6197

Lloyd D. Whitmer
7500 Mose Road
Navarre, OH 44662
330-756-2803

Charles C. Trout
10191 Birchwood Drive
Huntington Beach, CA
92646-5432
706-544-1735

|
LTC Kenneth Harvey
HQ 1-15IN, Bldg. 9161
Ft. Benning, GA 31905-
1641
706-544-1 633

Tom Twomey

1923 Wendover Dr
Fayetteville, NC 28304
910-484-8886
ttwomey@nc.rr.com
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Tom Heitzer

231 Normandie Drive,
Bonne Terre, MO 63628
573-358-1830
theitzer001@charter.net




GEORGE KRAW RAY C. WOLFE ROBERTO GARTELMAN
14665 Eastview Dr. 2037 Heartland center Rd 4575 SE Pilot Avenue

Los Gatos, CA 95032 Colins, OH 44826 Stuart, FL 34997

LT, L Co, WW II G Co, 2" BN, WwiI Co A, 1* Bn, Korea, 1952-1953
DOD August 2, 2008 1943-1945 DOD Unknown

(Reported by his wife, DOD April 14, 2008 (Reported by John Burke via Returned
Pauline, to John Shirley) (Reported by Rich Heller to John Burke) Mail)

WILLIAM B. MICHAEL J. DALY FLOYD H. DePEW
HERNDON 155 Redding Road 17 Alfresco Drive

897 River Bluff Road Fairfield, CT 06824 Manchester, MO 63021

N. Augusta, SC 29841 A Co, 1* Bn, WW II HHC, 1* Bn, Korea, 1952

Col, WW II CMOH Recipient 1945 DOD 2008

DOD Unknown DOD July 25, 2008 (Reported by his wife, Helen)
(Reported by John Shirley) (Reported by His Step-Son)

EARL L. DUCKWORTH ARTHUR P. GEORGUDIS CARL E. JOHNSON

505 Elm St. 171 Rope Ferry Rd 4427 170™ st.

Macon, MO 63552 Waterford, CT 06385 Karlstat, MN 56732

Co F, 2nd Bn, WWII Co C, 1°" Bn, WwiII D Co, 1°" Bn, Aug 1944-Mar 1946
Assn. Charter Member DOD April 11, 2007 DOD 2000

DOD August 2, 2008 (Reported by Tom Heitzer) (Reported by Tom Heitzer)

(Reported by his wife, Doris)




LAWTON L. LEMACKS
6488 Savannah Hwy
Revenel, SC 29470
Mortar Battery

OCT 57-JUL 59

DOD May 2008
(Reported by Don Wilcox)

PAT C. O'CONNOR, JR
515 CHESTNUT AVE
APT 1414

TOWSON, MD 21204

G CO, 2ND BN, KOREA
NOV 51- MAY 52

JOSEPH N. POISSONS
104 Dingess ST
Narrows, VA 24124

G Co, 2nd Bn, Korea
1951-1952

DOD April 11, 2006
(Reported by Paul Roach)

DOD April 16, 2008
(Reported by Henry Burke)

ROBERT E. REGAN
14 Spring ST
Plympton, MA 02367
HQ 1°" Bn, 1945-46
DOD March 13, 2002
(Reported by Tom Heitzer)

MASON L. ROLLER
8158 E Co Rd 100N
Avon, IN 46123

Med Co, FEB 52- FEB 53

DOD November 12, 2007
(Reported by his wife, Virginia)
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DOING ALLYOU CAN ?

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN POSITION OPEN

After 9 years of indescribable dedication to the growth of the 15" Infantry Regiment Association, John Burke is stepping down as
Membership Chairman. While this is one big pair of shoes to fill, we need one of our members to step up to the plate, under John'’s tutelage
of course, and take off running. John and his visionary and Can Do attitude have helped this association to grow immensely. We have had
countless new members become part of our special “Band of Brothers” and we need more. Of greatest importance, we need to fill the Cold
War and Peacetime ranks desperately. Sadly but, factually, we are losing our WW Il and Korean War brothers and, as many of us know,
you don’t win battles without fresh replacements. John has been absolutely ingenious and creative in his efforts. He knows a great deal on
how to get the job done and can pass that knowledge on to his successor. John and his “helpers” have been unrelenting in recruiting
members from our current active duty troopers but, these “Young Warriors” have a full plate to say the least. For those that are interested,
please, contact President LTC Tim Stoy whose contact info is listed on page 2 of the Dragon. WE NEED TO FILL THIS POSITION ASAP
AND TUTORING/MENTORING WILL BE PROVIDED.

ASST. TREASURER POSITION OPEN

I wish to announce Dick Guimond’s retirement resignation as Asst. Treasurer of the 15" Infantry Regiment Assn. effective January 1,
2008 Dick has been Asst. Treasurer some 10 years, after stepping down as treasurer. It is an appointed position. Asst. Treasurer is
responsible for mailing out the raffle tickets and handles no monies from the raffle. He is to take over the duties of Treasurer in case of an
emergency with the elected Treasurer. After over 10 years of service, Dick’s wish is to pass this position, to a younger veteran. For those
that are interested, please, contact President LTC Tim Stoy whose contact info is listed on page 2 of the Dragon. WE NEED TO FILL THIS
POSITION ASAP AND TUTORING/MENTORING WILL BE PROVID ED.




BALANCE OF 01/01/08
DEPOSITS 01/01/08-08/31/08
TOTAL EXPENSES CHECKS&
SERVICES CHARGES

GRAND TOTAL AS OF08/31/08

DINNER
DEPOSITS

EXPENSES

PROFT

RAFFLE
DEPOSITS

EXPENSES PRINTING, PRIZES

PROFIT

TREASURERS REPORT

$5,237.91
$8,001.00

$4,910.04
$8,328.87

$2,636.00
$2,280.00
$ 336.00

$ 2604.00
$1,468.97
$1,136.03

$300
$200
$100
$100

$100

RAFFLE WINNERS 2008
WILLIAM T. EADY, JR. CUMBERLAND, MD
DAVID R. LEFEBVRE, E. LIVERPOOL, OH
THOMAS A. WILLIS, ELMIRA, NY
ROBERT F. SCANLAN, ANKENY, IA

JOHN A. BATTAGLIA, STATEN ISLAND,

*% *kkkkkkkhhhhhhhrkkkxkx *%%

CSM Moore & LTC Harvey

OCH Frank Eaton & Tom Heitzer

REUNION PHOTOS

Presentation of the Colors

CSM Twomey, COL Murray, CSM Otis

Association Founder, MG Kendall (Center)

“Dogface Soldier” lead by MG Cucolo



A Full House, Indeed! Henry Burke Gives John Shirley & John Burke Our Good Comrade, John Shirley

the Canes They so Richly Deserve

Regimental Ball
Columbus, GA September 19, 2008

Contributed by John Burke

The Annual 16" Infantry Regimental Dinner was initially planned in conjunction with the Society of the Third Infantry Division
Reunion September 19, 2008. The event was changed to a Dragon Regimental Ball and was held at the Columbus
Convention and Trade Center. There were 1000 attendees including 110 Association members and guest representing prior
periods of service from the Regiment’'s deployment in China up to the present period. The active duty attendees were mostly
decked out in dress blues and the ladies in evening attire for a most festive affair. Some photos are included in this edition.

The evening began with a cocktail hour and a receiving line of the 1-15 Battalion Commander and Command Sergeant Major
and their wives followed by the Call to Mess, Posting of the Colors, Invocation and appropriate Toasts.

The traditional Punch Bowl Ceremony, sometimes called Grog Ceremony, followed. The punch bowl used in the ceremony
was the silver punch bowl given to the Regiment by a Chinese merchant in 1914 for the Regiment’s apprehension of thieves
who had robbed the merchant of his wares. The merchant melted down 500 silver coins to make the punchbowl set. The
ceremony involved filling the bowl with several types of beverages representing the various periods of service of the
Regiment. All attendees were then invited to partake of the grog. After this, a scrumptious dinner was served.

Following the dinner, LTC Harvey, 1-15 Commander addressed the gathering, In his remarks he reviewed the
accomplishments of the Battalion over the past two years and outlined the goals and objectives for the future.

The Guest Speaker for the evening was LTG John H. Cushman (Ret), whose father served in the Regiment during its service
in China. He presented a most interesting review of the life of soldiering in the Regiment during that period. He is the author
of many books including historical books of the 15" Infantry Regiment.

Vice President, Addison (Tad) Davis represented the President and presented remarks for the Association. He recognized
distinguished Dragons MG Maurice Kendall, former Honorary Colonel of the Regiment and key individual in founding the
Association and the present Honorary Sergeant Major of the Regiment, Tom Twomey. He also made a special recognition of
Frank J. Eaton, a “China Hand” who served with F Company 1933-1935. Frank is now 97 years of age.

Vice President Davis announced the award of a Membership to Michael J. Moore from Bartow, FL for his outstanding support
to the 1-15 Infantry Battalion. He presented Mr. Moore with a 15" Infantry Regiment Association Associate Life Certificate
and Life Membership Pin.

Vice President Davis made a presentation of the Order of Saint Maurice to John Shirley, former Association President, This
award is awarded by the National Infantry Association to individuals who have served the Infantry community with distinction;
demonstrated a significant contribution in support of the Infantry; and represented the highest standards of integrity, moral
character, professional competence, and dedication to duty.



Association Member and Korean War veteran Henry Burke presented special walking sticks to Nile Stuart, John Shirley and
John Burke in appreciation for their support to the Association.

A great time was had by all.
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“...This is London...”

IN THE NEWS

A Happy Belated Birthday to Old China Hand, TOM MAS  ON on September 13, 2008
Tom'’s forgotten more about the 15 ™ than most of us can collectively remember!
Tom does not want his age revealed but said somethi  ng about good wine and younger women!

LM Arlanda Ritchie Recalls The Old China Hand NCQO'’s

Life Member Arlanda Ritchie of Fresno, CA writes,” | went through basic training in October
1940 at Ft. Lewis. Our NCO's were all Old China Hands and it was hard to keep a good attitude
through those 13 weeks; but, if you survived, you were definitely a soldier in the 15" Infantry
Regiment given the cheers of those Old China Hand Noncoms. | believe if it had not been for
those guys and the tough training they put us through, | would not have survived World War II.”
As usual, things went a little SNAFU for Arlanda and in the spring of 1941 as a member of B
Company, 1-15, his unit was called up by FDR to quell the 20,000 man strike at the P-51
Mustang plant in Inglewood, CA. After that, Arlanda did get his overseas orders but, they
weren’t with the 15". Instead, Arlanda ended up in combat duty with another unit through
Germany.




ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP REPORT June 13, 2008

Special China Hand New Member Welcome

A special New Member welcome goes to Frank J. Eaton, a “China Hand” who served with F Company 1933-1935. Frank is
now 97 years of age. He attended the Society of the 3 Infantry Division Reunion in September at Columbus/Fort Benning
and visited the China Room. He served in the Regiment at the time many of the items in the China Room were acquired.
Frank currently resides at 270 Queens Ct, Satellite Beach, FL 32937. Some pictures of Frank appear in this edition.

A special New Member welcome goes to Joel Kriener, son of Old China Hand, the late Wm. F Kriener, who served with F
Company 1935-1938. Joel has a treasure chest of memorabilia from his father’'s days in Tientsin and is going to duplicate all
of it to share with the Association. Much of this will appear in future Dragon issues. Please welcome Joel as our newest
Associate Member.

Eligibility:

Regular: Persons eligible for regular membershi ~ p are those with present or prior honorable service with the
Regiment or units attached or supporting the Regime nt.

Associate: Spouse, parents, children or siblings of any person eligible for regular membership and any person with a
special interest or affinity for the 15" Infantry Regiment.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT, SEPTEMBER 10, 2008, CURRENT MEMB ERSHIP STATUS
Since the last edition of The Dragon the rollsha membership increased by 10 new members. Durengériod, notifications were

received of several deaths of members. Thus, tebaeship rolls remain near the samhbe following is a breakdown of
memberships by type and period of service with the Regiment.

Current Membership by Type Periods Represented

Regular Life 260 China Hands 3
Regular Annual 643 World War 1l 135
Associate Life 7 Korea 274
Associate Annual 20 Cold War 84
Total: 930 Ready Forces 76

OIF 331*

Associate 27

Total: 930

*Of those representing the OIF Period, 292 are currently assigned to the 1-15 Infantry Battalion, Fort Benning, GA.

SPONSORED MEMBERSHIPS

Several members have shown their support to the current Active Duty Dragons by sponsoring memberships. Of significance,
Wayne Conley of Savannah, GA sponsored five (5) of the new members shown in this edition. Recently, contributions were
received along with dues payments from Regular Annual Members to sponsor forty nine (49) new members. These new
members are selected and identified by the Command Sergeant Major of the 1-15 Infantry and brought on board as




contributions are received. These new members will be shown in the next edition of The Dragon. For each $10.00
contribution an Active Duty soldier can be brought on the rolls for two years. All members, Regular and Life, are
encouraged to sponsor Active Duty members at any time. If interested, make contributions to the Association Treasurer.

NEW MEMBERS

MICHAEL W. FRIEND

9155 MARNE ROAD

FORT BENNING, GA 31905

E CO, 15" BN, NOV 07- PRESENT

VINCENT L. OLIVER
6018 OLD DOMINION RD.
COLUMBUS, GA 31909

A CO, 15T BN, 1966-1968
1953

ROBIE STRICKLIN

9155 MARNE RD.

FORT BENNING, GA 31905

E CO, 1°" BN, JAN 03- PRESENT
PRESENT

DERRIC GRIMES

9155 MARNE RD

FORT BENNING, GA 31905

E CO, 15" BN, DEC 07-PRESENT

BRIAN A. PATTERSON

6245 WINWARD

BURKE, VA 22015

C CO, 15" BN, MAR 97- AUG 98
PRESENT

DAVID E. TRADER
9155 MARNE ROAD

FT. BENNING, GA 31905

CO, 1°' BN, NOV 07-PRESENT

EDWIN H. KURTZ

POB 790-301

VIRGIN, UT 84779

REGT TANK CO, JAN-AUG

BRIAN L. RAY
9155 MARNE ROAD

FORT BENNING, GA 31905
E CO, 1°" BN, MAR 07-

ANDREW G. LURCH
6300 MILGREN ROAD
COLUMBUS, GA 31907
1% BN, FEB O6-PRESENT

WILLIAM RODRIQUEZ
684 MILL POND DRIVE
PHENIX CITY, AL 36870
E CO, 1% BN, JUL 04-

ANNUAL MEMBERS TAKE NOTE

If your address label indicates 2008, your dues are past due. Annual dues for 2009 were due by
October 1, 2008. Don't let this be your last mailing of The Dragon. Please remit your dues to the
Treasurer right away. (Address shown on page 2) Annual Regular and Associate dues continue
to be $10.00. Current active duty is $5.00.

Check Your Address Label

If 2008 is shown, this could be your last newsletter.



ANNUAL MEMBERS TAKE NOTE

Check Your Address Label. _If your address label shows 2008, this is the last notice by
The Dragon for your annual dues payment. Please mail your dues to the Treasurer right away.
Address and amounts on page 2

THE CHAPLAIN'S CORNER
"INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT IRAQ"

| think you may find it interesting to compare what is written in the Holy Bible and how it relates to
Irag. | have listed some of those facts below:

1. The Garden of Eden was in Iraqg.

2. Noah built his ark in Iraq.

3. The Tower of Babel was in Iraq.

4. Babylon, which is in Iraq, destroyed Jerusalem.

5, The three wise men were from Iraq.

6. Israel is mentioned most in the Bible. Iraq is second.
7. Irag means country with deep roots.

God advises us of things to come in many ways. He even used the Koran to advise Saddam
about his future. Consider this: American is typically represented by an eagle. Saddam should
have read up on one of his Muslim passages. Allow me to quote from the Koran, which is the
'bible’ of the Arabs.

The Koran in chapter 9, verse 11, states, "For it is written that a son of Arabia would awaken a
fearsome eagle.... The wrath of the eagle would be felt throughout the land of Allah and lo, while
some of the people trembled in despair, still more rejoiced, for the wrath of the eagle cleansed the
lands of Allah, and there was peace."”

Please note the chapter and verse from where the above quote was taken. Itis 9-11.
We have an awesome God and He wants to communicate with us if we will only listen.

Blessings, Your chaplain, Chuck Trout

EDITOR’S NOTE
Many of members may or may not know but, Chuck’s wi fe, Joan, is fighting
the good fight against “The Big C”. As such. Chuck was unable to attend this
year’s reunion and both he and Joan were sorely mis  sed. Before your head
hits the pillow tonight, remember Joan and Chuck.




CHANGE OF ADDRESS

The majority of the membership must be made aware of the importance of keeping our address database up
to date. This is not just a matter of slight inconvenience but, is a lot of hard work on the part of John Burke,
Tom Heitzer, and Dave Adams in rectifying the roster. Here are the facts, cold and hard. A single copy of the
Dragon sent via bulk mail costs the Association 15 cents. A return costs the Association 45 cents! There is
no slush fund for this, ladies and gentlemen. It comes right out of your annual dues and is becoming an ever
increasing burden financially. We must cut some slack for our active duty troopers as they often are
subjected to reassignment and relocation as well as separation. However, the majority of the non-active
general membership is the culprits. To reinforce the point, it is not uncommon to get back 30-50 Dragons per
month. 50 returns accounts for nearly 25% of the original mailing cost. Below, you find a change of
address form. Cut it out and save it. When your address is about to change, PLEASE, scan and email or
snail mail to Tom Heitzer, our Database Administrator. Tom’s email is theitzerOO1l@charter.net and his
mailing address is 231 Normandie Drive, Bonne Terre, MO 63628, Phone: 573-358-1830.

NAME:

OLD ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:

TELEPHONE:

EMAIL:

NEW ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:

TELEPHONE:

NEW EMAIL:




The OIF Experience of TF 1-15 IN

Contributed by
CSM Mark Moore, 1-15 Infantry, 39BCT

CSM Allen, the Multi-National Corps Irag Command Sergeant Major visited one of our Combat Outposts the
other day, Combat Outpost Carver, and said he wanted to know the Operation Iraqi Freedom V story of the
1% BN, 15" Infantry. | am the Command Sergeant Major for the 1% BN, 15" Infantry, and | have been
pondering this task since CSM Allen requested the information. How do | put into words what the Soldiers of
this great battalion have accomplished and sacrificed during OIF V? Do | talk of the 11 brothers lost during
this deployment, how this is the battalion’s third OIF rotation, how the battalion is part of one of the five
“surge” brigades, how we deployed earlier than expected, of the noticeable gains made, or of the heroic acts
Committed by the Soldiers of the battalion? | will try to highlight all. | will do my best to tell the stories of the
Soldiers of this great battalion that worked tirelessly to accomplish all missions assigned and stay true to the
battalion’s motto of “Can-Do”.

The battalion, a Combined Arms Battalion, was originally scheduled to deploy to OIF V in April of 2007. The
President announced a “surge” of five Combat brigades to Irag to quell violence. During the Movement
Readiness Exercise (MRE) at the National Training Center (NTC), orders were issued to deploy with a Boots
on the Ground (BOG) date of 11 March 2007. We were also told we would be serving a 15-18 month tour,
and as it stands of now, we will serve a little more than 14 months. We had ADVON personnel depart home
station on February 26th, 2007, less than two weeks after the Completion of the MRE. We arrived in Kuwait
and continued training for movement into our assigned areas of operation southeast of Baghdad. We lost
our first brother while in Kuwait, PFC Joey Sams, to a vehicular accident.

When we arrived at Forward Operating Hammer during the last week of March, 2007, we had little. We had
tents, cots, and some equipment we currently use, plenty of water, and Meals Ready to Eat (MRE) for food.
We were a “surge” brigade that was occupying an area that had not seen a large Coalition Forces presence
for over three years. We Conducted a Relief in Place as a Brigade with a single Calvary Squadron. The
much smaller Cavalry Squadron had only been able to conduct limited patrols on a limited basis throughout
the area of operation. The Cavalry Squadron, 3-61 Cavalry, executed a professional relief in place with us
and imparted all lessons learned. 3-61 had not operated from any sort of Combat Outpost and none were
present in our area of responsibility. The plan from Multi-National Forces Iraq was to establish Combat
Outposts, live amongst the people, and execute the new Counter-insurgency doctrine.

After receiving our equipment and preparing the plan to occupy our area of responsibility, we entered our
area of responsibility on 9 April 2007. C Co, a tank Company team, along with the battalion TAC moved to a
pharmaceutical plant along the Kut highway (ASR Detroit), just north of Wehda and established a basic
patrol base. Our A Co and B Co, Mechanized Infantry Company teams, occupied an old Iraqi Army area
along route Wild and just north of Salman Pak that Consisted of an open field and one vacant building. The
building had no running water, no electricity, no sewage system, no windows, and was covered with
sectarian graffiti. Similar Conditions existed at all locations Combat outposts were built. We named the place
A and B Co occupied Patrol Base Eagle. Our D Co, tank Company team, occupied a few buildings on the
southern side of the Tuwaitha Nuclear Facility just outside Jisr Diyala. We named the area that D Co
occupied Combat Outpost Cashe, after a Sergeant First Class Cashe that had been KIA during OIF Ill. The
brigade area of operation Consists of the Ma’dain Qada (similar to a County in the U.S.), which has four
Nahias (major cities), and we were initially responsible for three of the four Nahias. We continued to name
the next three Combat Outposts after our fallen. We had enemy Contact the first day we occupied our new
AO.

We Conducted reconnaissance and found a location to build a Combat outpost in Wehda; we built Combat
Outpost Cleary, named in honor of 1 LT Michael Cleary, KIA in OIF Ill. We moved C Co and the BN TAC to
Cleary on about 15 March 2007 and began Construction. We also found a suitable location for a Combat
outpost just southwest of Patrol Base Eagle and moved A and B Companies to occupy/build Combat



Outpost Cahill, named in honor of CPT Joel Cabhill, KIA during OIF Ill. HHC, E Co (Combat Engineer
Company), and F Co (Forward Support Company) based operations out of FOB Hammer. E Co was
responsible for route clearance for the Brigade. About July we were ordered to detach our D Co to 3-1
Cavalry, another element of 3" BDE, 3" ID. This allowed Brigade to redefine battalion areas of responsibility
and 3-1 took responsibility for Jisr Diyala. In November, brigade received 1-10 FA, a battalion that had
initially been detached to run a detention facility in Bucca. 1-10 FA took responsibility for Nahrwan. In
January we were ordered to conduct a RIP with the 13" Georgian Battalion and they became responsible for
the Wehda Nahia. We moved our BN HQ and C Co to COP Cahill and began preparing to execute Marne
Grand Slam. During Grand Slam we would build Combat Outpost Carver just north of Duraiya. Combat
Outpost Carver is named in honor of PFC Cody Carver, KIA during OIF V. BN HQ and B Co, along with
attachments has occupied Combat Outpost Carver. With the final set, BDE had a battalion responsible for
each Nahia.

We spent our first 10-11 months fighting on almost a daily basis working to establish security. We worked
hardest on the security line of operation, but also attacked all other lines of operation. Nahrwan, in the
north, has a predominately Shia populace, Wehda to the east has a predominately Shia populace, Jisr
Diyala to the immediate north has a predominately Shia populace with some Sunni, and Salman Pak is
predominately Sunni with the villages on the east side of the Tigris River (boundary) and south of the Tigris
River also being predominately Sunni. We have worked in an area where the Sunni and Shia meet and it
was full of violence when we arrived. As of 22 March, 2008, 1-15 IN has been struck by 83 Improvised
Explosive Devices (IED), been struck with 56 indirect fire (IDF) attacks, received 124 small arms fire (SAF)
attacks, suffered 57 Soldiers wounded in action and nine killed in action. Of the killed in action, six were the
result of deep buried IED and three were the result of enemy precision small arms fire. We experienced
everything from IED, deep buried IED, suicide vest IED, vehicle borne IED, and RPG attack to small arms
fire attacks.

What have we done in response? We have fired 1068 terrain denial missions with 155mm howitzers,
120mm mortars, 60mm mortars, attack aviation, fixed wing aircraft, and GMLRS. We have input 5944 local
nationals into the HIIDES system, conducted 24 Air Assaults, detained 165 suspected insurgents, conducted
17068 Combat patrols, Conducted 770 joint patrols with our ISF partners, searched 1848 vehicles, found 83
weapons caches, found 127 IED, Completed $9,123, 015.00 in projects, paid $40, 310.00 in rewards
money, conducted numerous named operations, and killed 64 insurgents. Salman Pak resembled a war-
zone and it was common to see no more than 10 civilians on the street at any one time when we arrived. No
city government existed; National Police were stationed in the city and occupying key infrastructure, very few
businesses were open, health care was basically nonexistent, the JSS in the city was being attacked daily,
patrols regularly came under attack, and the people were afraid. The local citizens feared the insurgents and
they suffered as a result. Salman Pak was home to Sunni extremist groups and AQI foreign fighters. Today,
the Salman Pak market is thriving and one new shop is opening daily, the Qada Government now works in a
newly built government center and the GOI is working to finalize a recognized Nahia government, a new
Court house has been built and Judges have visited and will soon be operating in Salman Pak, we have
broke ground on the refurbishment of the hospital and the Ministry of Health now recognizes the newly built
clinic and our working to add staff, the streets are crowded daily with local citizens and the IA has replaced
the NP and moved out of most infrastructure allowing for refurbishment, Road blocks have been removed
from the streets, sanitation workers pick-up trash, and water and power lines are being repaired daily, a new
fire station will open soon and a new JSS is being rebuilt. The market across from the JSS is now fully
operational and refurbished and the JSS hasn’t been attacked in over two months. The BN now has over
2,500 Sons of Irag (Sol) and CF, ISF, Sol, local government, and tribal leaders, are all working together in
peace. Not only are they now working together, they have begun to take initiative and get things done
without CF help. Shia and Sunni are working together and schools are being refurbished, soccer fields built,
and quality of life for the local citizens is improving daily.

The Soldiers of 1-15 IN have done nothing short of amaze me. We have had numerous heroic acts
Committed by members of the battalion and Soldiers have received three Silver Star Medals, two Soldier
Medals, 16 Bronze Star Medals for Valor, and 66 Army Commendation Medals for Valor. Soldiers of the
battalion have received 1782 awards, to date, for their actions. Not only have they proven themselves
heroes, but the majority of Soldiers have decided to stay with the team. The battalion completed its FY 08
reenlistment mission on 2 February 2008, the first to do so in MND-C. Currently the battalion reenlistment
statistics stand at a 202% reenlistment rate. We, TF 1-15 IN, have been honored to serve our great nation
and hope this short synopsis of our time here in Iraq helps those that read it understand what the Soldiers of
the battalion have done while serving here in Iraq.



A REUNION JOURNEY

Contributed by Tom Heitzer

| left the St. Louis area Thursday morning around 5 am on my ten hour drive to Columbus, Georgia
for my first 3 Infantry Division/1- 15" Infantry Reunion. Over the Iast nine years | have been able to locate
over seventy guys who were stationed with me in Company A, 1- 15" Infantry in Kitzingen, Germany. During
those years we have held small reunions in which five to ten of us along with our spouses have reunited to
renew our acquaintances and remember those days when we were young boys and so far away from home.
As | drove from Missouri to Tennessee to Mississippi and then into Alabama, | reminisced about those
reunions and tried to comprehend what this upcoming reunion | was driving to would be like. | knew that
there was going to be a far greater amount of people attending this event and would have representatives
from the Old China Regiment, WW I, Korea, and Cold War Era, along with soldrers who participated in the
Gulf War. Also attending would be active duty soldiers presently attached to the 3" Infantry Division at Fort
Benning. Yes this was going to be a reunion on a much larger scale then | have ever attended before. By
late afternoon | finally arrived at the hotel | would call home for the next three days and was immediately in
awe of the large banner hanging over the doorway welcoming us to the reunion. As | grabbed my suitcase
and headed into the lobby there was a large gathering of people milling about. Some were in uniform others
in civvies’ wearing a blue badge bearing their name, that they were a member of the Society of the 3
Infantry Division, what OP they belonged to, the era they represented, the unit they served with, and dates
Sept. 18-21, 2008 and location Columbus, GA. There was also the familiar blue and white shoulder patch
displayed just to the left of everyone’s name. | also started to notice that some wore caps bearing the
famous patch. Others had blue and white ties, lapel pins, cuff links, belt buckles, and rings proudly displayed
as they moved about the hotel. Everyone seemed very friendly with smiles upon their face as they said HI or
nodded as | walked by. After getting checked into my room and unpacking | went back down starrs to sign in
with the Reunion Brat representatives and get my packet and badge. | then moved to the 1- 15" Infantry
Association table and signed in with them as well. | received some information on the Regimental Dinner for
Friday evening and then left for my room to read over all the material | had acquired. Once | had an idea of
what, when, and where I put my badge on and searched out the hospitality room to meet my fellow
comrades from the 3™ Infantry Division. | entered the room and noticed that it was nicely set up with pictures
and videos pertaining to the history of the division. There were also snacks and liquid refreshments available
and plenty of tables and chairs for socializing. As | scanned across the room | noticed that | didn’t recognize
anyone there and equally no one seemed to know who | was. | moved over to the counter and poured
myself a soft drink and then made my way around the room glancing at name tags in hopes of seeing a
name | knew. | felt a little awkward since everyone else in the room was conversing with what appeared to
be old friends and | was there not knowing a soul. This being my first reunion | was at a disadvantage of
knowing anyone so | decided to leave and come back later in hopes that a familiar face would be present.
As | walked out | passed a feIIow going in wearing a name tag with a name | recognized. It was Bartolo
Viruso, Treasurer of the 1-15" Infantry Association. Even though | never met him before | had
communicated with him on many occasions through e-mails while conducting business as Database
Administrator for the Association. | introduced myself to him and felt a sigh of relief to actually make contact
with someone | vaguely knew. We talked for a while getting acquainted and | quizzed him on who else would
be attending in hopes that | would meet other officers in the Association who | also had communicated with
over the phone or through e-mails. Those coming to this year’s reunion hadn’t arrived yet and many others
couldn’t attend for various reasons. | had made plans to meet with one of my army buddies who lived in the
Columbus area for dinner with his family, so | excused myself and left to see if he had arrived to pick me up.

Mike Friend was assigned to Company A, 1-15" Infantry at Harvey Barracks in Kitzingen, Germany
in 1966 while | was stationed there. He was one of those | was able to locate over the years and attended
one of our reunions in the Chicago area in 2007. We kept in touch and when | knew | was coming to
Columbus for the reunion contacted him about getting together. | persuaded him to join the Association and
for his wife and him to go to the Regimental Dinner. Mike & Peggy picked me up and we drove to a
restaurant where we would meet up with their son, daughter-in-law and granddaughter for dinner. It was
nice visiting with them, but after the long drive to Columbus, | was exhausted and was ready for bed. They
drove me back to the hotel and made plans to get together on Saturday for lunch. Mike knew a place where
we could get some fabulous Schnitzel like the ones we enjoyed in Kitzingen so many years ago. It didn’t
take long after me head hit the pillow and | was out for the night. Friday morning the hotel was abuzz with
activity as we waited for the busses to arrive to take us on a tour of Fort Benning. There was so many that



had signed up for the tour that it took four busses to transport all of us. The ride over to the fort took about
forty minutes and gave us an opportunity to see some of the city of Columbus. Our first stop after going
through the front gate was Kelly Hill, home of the 1-15" Infantry. After getting off the busses we were
escorted to the back of the billets where a canopy was set up with chairs underneath awaiting our arrival.
We were greeted by the commanding officer of the 1-15" Infantry, who invited us to explore the many
displays that surrounded us with vehicles, arms, and equipment that today’s army uses in the fight against
terrorism. We were able to touch, get in and handle much of the equipment or watched as the many soldiers
of the 1-15" Infantry demonstrated how things operated. Several soldiers were wearing full gear that they
wore while on patrol in Iraq and did a wonderful job of explaining their experiences while there. | must say
that they are better equipped than we were back in the day. Some of their equipment looks like it came right
out of a sci-fi book. After our visit with the 1-15" Infantry we rode over to the Officers Club for lunch. After
lunch we drove back to Kelly Hill to visit the China Room at the Headquarters Building. What made it all the
more special was the fact that Frank Eaton, an Old China Hand was in attendance with our group. He is 97
years old and served with the 1-15" Infantry in 1933. Many of the items in this room he had firsthand
knowledge of and brought back many memories to him. We got back to the hotel by 4 pm, which gave us
just enough time to get ready for the 1-15" Infantry Regimental Dinner. It was a short drive from the hotel to
the Convention and Trade Center located in the historic Iron Works. This massive building was more than
ample to hold the thousand plus attendees to the Association’s Regimental Dinner. This was a Class A
Uniform/Suit and tie event with all the ladies in formal gowns. It started with a cocktail hour, then after finding
out your assigned seating, you were escorted through a receiving line to meet the Commander and his wife
and then on to your table. When everyone made it to their table they did the Posting of the Colors, the
Invocation, and then came an array of toasts. There was a toast to the United States of America, to the
Commander-in-Chief, to the United States Army, to the Third Infantry Division, to the 15" Infantry Regiment,
to the soldiers deployed around the world, to our fallen comrades and lastly to the ladies in attendance.
Then came the Grog Ceremony using the punch bowl from the China Room in which various dignitaries
would hold different types of liquids over their head, proclaim important campaigns of the 1-15" Infantry, and
then pouring those liquids into the punch bowl. After all the bottles were emptied in the bowl a bayonet
attached to a rifle was used to stir the concoction. Everyone was then invited to come up and taste the grog
which | passed on. After dinner LTC Harvey, 1-15" Commander spoke and the guest speaker was Retired
LTG John Cushman. Vice President of the Association Addison (Tad) Davis recognized several in
attendance and presented some awards. It was quite an experience to attend this dinner and being in the
presence of some extraordinary people.

On Saturday evening | attended the Society of the 3 Infantry Division 89" Annual Reunion
Banquet hosted by outpost 60. This was held at the officer's Club at Fort Benning. Earlier that day, Mike
Friend drove me over to the front gate so | could attain a temporary permit for my car, so | could enter the
fort in my car to attend this event. This banquet started the same as last night with a cocktail hour,
Invocation, and Posting of the Colors. This also was another formal dinner with Class A’s, suit and ties and
gowns being worn. A delicious meal was served and after dinner the Keynote Speaker was Major General
Anthony A Cucolo Ill, who had many kind words to say about the veterans of the 3" Infantry Division. Some
more awards were given out along with the raffle drawing. All current military personal was invited to come
forward to lead everyone in singing “Dog Face Soldier” which was followed by the Benediction and the
retiring of the Colors. This ended my participation in the reunion as | was leaving early the next morning for
home. It was a very enjoyable experience and gave me an opportunity to meet in person people like John
Burke, Tad Davis, Bart Viruso, Frank Eaton, Pat Williamson, Margaret Fears, Henry Burks, and many others
whose names escape me. The current members of the 1-15" Infantry did a wonderful job of making us feel
welcome. They were all very polite and respectful of us veterans and seemed to enjoy our stories of times
past. If you never have attended a 1-15" Infantry Reunion | highly recommend that you plan to do so. It's a
great way to meet some of the most interesting people, who are all patriotic, and have very entertaining
stories to share with you. I'm looking forward to next year's reunion. Hope to see you there!
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