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PRESI DENT06S MESSAGE

Fellow Old China Hands,

Preparations are moving apace for the Regimental Dinner in Branson on 18 September within the framework of the annual reunion of
the Society of the 3rd Infantry Division. Tad Davis has been doing a great job running this operation for us. Details are included in this
edition of the Dragon. | encourage all of you to make a special effort to come to Branson this year while both of our battalions will be
able to participate in some form. And if you cannot come please do buy your raffle tickets, they are critical to our association's financial
health and our ability to support our active duty troops when they deploy.

Itis very likely that both battalions will be deployed again next year and thus be out of the net for next year's events. With both of our
battalions in the queue to deploy, | need all of us to be ready to provide the outstanding support to them from home base and to the
families, as we always have in the past. We are still looking for members to stand up and take over our vacant and soon to be vacant
positions. The Association will not survive long with no one willing to step in and lend a hand.

We will be electing new officers this summer, so please, look at the candidates and vote!

Monika and | were honored to have the opportunity to join the Outpost Harry Survivors Association for their annual reunion, this year in
Dearborn, Michigan. We really enjoyed being in the company of these great soldiers, most of whom are also members of our
association. There was a screening of a documentary on the battle for Outpost Harry which is in production and promises to be a
blockbuster! The veterans and their ladies were joined by the CG of the 3rd Infantry Division, MG Cucolo, for their banquet, and he gave
a great presentation on the way ahead for the division.

We all watched the Normandy 65th Anniversary activities on the news this June. As always the ceremonies were first class and our
veterans were well treated and feted. This brings me to the sad point that so very few Americans know of the landings in Southern
France in which our Regiment played a major part. In an effort to gain some national recognition in the media for the veterans of the 7th
US Army, Monika and | are working to hold a media event on 5 August at Fort Myer, Virginia with as many veterans who landed in
Southern France in August 1944 in attendance as we can find. With hard work and a little luck we hope to arrange for a prominent
government official or well-known personality to join us for the event and generate national press attention for our great veterans.

If you participated in the landings in Southern France, fought your way up the Rhone Valley, and are able to get to Northern Virginia on
5 August, we'd love to hear from you! Let's make your 65th Anniversary of the second and Forgotten D-Day as memorable as the
Normandy celebration.

| have been in regular contact with Tom Mason, our Old China Hand in Oregon. He had a spell of ill health a month back, but he is
recovering well. He enjoys getting phone calls as it can get pretty lonely in his assisted living residence, so give himacall. To md s
number is (541) 265-8657. He and Frank Keaton are our living connection to our Regiment's great past; enjoy them while we still have
them!

CAN DO! Tim
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Donald F. Brownell

SGT, SVC Co.

Korea 04/50-09/51
DOD 27APR09
Reported by Bart Viruso

9826 Lake St. Pavilion, NY 14525

Caesar R. Torres Jr.
115 Plain St

Fall River, MA 02723
SSG, WW I

DOD 03MARO09
Reported by USPS

Richard W. Soderquist

9900 Avondale Rd NE Apt 120,
Redmond, WA 98052

MAJ, WW I, 07/39-10/43

DOD 13DECO07

Reported by USPS

David R. Le Fevbre

15663 Annesley Road, East
Liverpool, OH 43920

CPL, A Co. Korea
09/49-08/51

DOD 15APR09

Reported by Rich Heller

James T. Quigg

6 Gardner Rd, Turbotville,
PA 17772

SSGT, C Co, Korea
1951-1952

DOD 01JANO9

Reported by Rich Heller

Tom F. Godfrey
1418 Jefferson Ave
Maryville, TN 37804
SSG, B Co, WW I
DOD 04MAY09
Reported by Bobbie
Anderson

Clyde Hubbard

6301 Overton Ridge Blvd
Apt. 123

Ft. Worth, TX 76132
PFC, N Co, WW II

DOD 30NOV08
Reported by Rich Heller

Edward L. Tickle

POB 4, Belspring, VA 24058
PFC, H Co, WW I

DOD 31MARO09

Reported by Bobbie Anderson

Daniel E. Braucher

710 73rd Court, Willow
Brook, IL 60521

1LT, F Co, G Co, Korea
07/52 7 05/53

DOD 05MAY09

Reported by Martin Markley

Dallas A, Phipps
POB 830792
Ocala, FL 34472

I Co, Korea

DOD 10APR09
Reported by Lenore
Phipps

Joseph Mondzak

1145 Secret Lake Loop
Lincoln, CA 95648

LTC, M Co, Korea

DOD 10APR09

Reported by Jan Peterson-
Mondzak

David R. Smith

223 S 7th Street, Decatur, IN
46733

PFC, E Co, WW II

DOD Unknown

Reported by Rich Heller

Wally Crumpton

4547 Redwood Street
Winter Haven, FL 33880
SFC, E Co, Korea

HQ Co, 1951-1952
DOD 07MAR09
Reported by Rich Heller

William E. Fortier, Sr,
14 Amherst St.

Red Hook, NY 12571

B Co, 1st BN, Korea
DOD 09APR09
Reported by Don Sonnie

Frank S. Paul. Jr.

79 Butler Parkway
Summit, NJ 07901
TSGT5, 3-15, WW I
DOD 20JUNO09
Reported by Rich Heller




THE CHAPLAI N6S CORNER

| had the honor of being the key note speaker on Memorial Day at the Veteran's Walk of Honor Memorial
Plaza in Santa Ana, California. To follow is a part of the speech | gave on that day: To the uninformed,
Memorial Day is just another day for department store sales, bar-b-cues and parades. But to those who
love our country, it is a day to pause, to take time out to reflect on the brace men and women who make our
freedoms a reality. After being invited to speak her today, | did some research concerning how many
Americans gave their lives in the many wars we fought. In the Revolutionary War we lost 25,000 men and
women; in WWI we lost 53,000, WWII 405,000; in Korea 54,000; Vietham 58,000; Iraq 4,211 and
Afghanistan 409.

We owe a dept of gratitude to these men and women who died securing peace and freedom; to those who
served in conflict to protect our land and sacrificed their dreams of the day to preserve the hope of our
nation; keeping America the land of the free.

It is important not only to recognize their service but to respect their devotion to duty to ensure that the
purpose for which they fought will never be forgotten. When | stood in a fox hole, as an infantry man during
the Korean war, | sometimes wondered what | was doing there. Today | see the result of our involvement in
that war. We see a free South Korea that would other wise be under communist rule.

Our veterans have something that those who never served can appreciate. That is the devotion of duty, the
willingness to sacrifice, and the experience of standing up for what is right and working with other Americans
to accomplish the task at hand. Fewer Americans have chosen to serve in the military in recent years and
this trend has changed the composition of the members of Congress. In the years following WW I, the
majority of those serving in Congress had military experience. Today, less than twenty five percent of our
Congress had military experience. Members of Congress who have served in the military say their time in
uniform helped them tremendously as public servants instilling in them essential traits of leadership and
giving them a unique perspective regarding the needs of our country. Personally, | think that any person who
wants to lead this great nation, Republican or Democrat, should have served in the military for at least two
years. Only then could he or she better appreciate the true meaning of sacrifice and patriotism. It would
prevent unwise decision like informing our enemies when we are going to leave a battle zone, thus allowing
them to wait until that time, to begin their killing again.

| believe that the Untied States of America is the greatest nation in the world for two reasons; One is our
brave military who always came forth to face any challenge and secondly, because we have been blessed
by our creator and Heavenly Father. | believe that God will continue to bless our great country as song as
we obey His word and do not attempt to change his Holy Word to advance our own agendas.

I do not know how long God will continue to bless us if we continue to slaughter children while they are still
in the Mother's womb and if we redefine marriage as Adam and Steve rather than Adam and Eve.

One thing we know for sure, God has been faithful in always providing a new generation of Americans that
will always be there to fight for the freedoms we currently enjoy.



My favorite saying is, "All our military members gave some, but some gave all; all their tomorrows so we
could be free today. Maybe that is why we call today the "present". It is their "present” to us. God bless all
our veterans, their loved ones and this Nation. Amen! Your chaplain, Chuck Trout

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP

Membership Report, As Of June 15, 2009

Although our rolls have increased with new members since the last edition of The Dragon our
rolls of those in good standing have decreased. On January 1, 2009 a total of 219 members were
dropped from rolls as delinquent in dues payment. Of the total, 39 represented service in WWII,
Korea, Cold War, and Ready Forces. Several had mail returned with no forwarding address.
Extensive efforts to locate them were unsuccessful. There were 180 active duty including 101
currently assigned to the 1-15.

Current Membership By Type Periods Represented
China Hands 3
Regular Life 258 World War I 114
Regular Annual 488 Korea 254
Associate Life 9 Cold War 86
Associate Annual 19 Ready Forces 46
Total: 774 OIF 243
Associate _ 28
Total: 774

The new members are shown at another section of this newsletter.

Over the past few years we have canvassed rosters of other service organizations to identify
veterans of service with the 15th Infantry and extended them an invitation to join the Association
(sometimes multiple times). The future of the Association is in the hands of the veterans of recent
years. It is evident that in order to maintain status we have reached in our Association we need to
increase our membership from veterans of more recent periods of service. The Association
leadership requests your ideas and support identifying other prospective members.

SPONSORED MEMBERSHIPS

Annual Members paying their dues have submitted contributions to sponsor several new Active Duty
Soldier members from the current active battalions 1-15 and 3-15 Infantry. These new members will be
selected and identified by the Command Sergeant Majors and brought on board as contributions are
received. All members are encouraged to sponsor Active Duty members at any time.

For each $10.00 contribution an Active Duty soldier can be brought on the rolls for two years. If
interested, make contributions to the Association Treasurer, address shown on page 2.



NEW MEMBERS MARCH 2009-JUNE 2009

Guy L. Baker

6398 Rte 97

Marion, IL 62959-6047
Tank Co, Jan-May 1951

Mark S. Barnes

15 Taro Leaf Way

Fort Stewart, GA 31315
HHC, 3" BN, April 2008---

Robert E. Betar

21148 Burrell Wingate Rd.
Beaumont, TX 77705

HHC, 1% BN, Dec 2004-Nov
2006

Gordon C. Black

306 Murray Rd.
Cheyenne, WY 82007

B CO, 1sr BN, Dec 2008---

Richard R. Bradley

1982 Scenic View Loop
Lakeland, FL 33810-9201
A & B Co, Mar 1968- Aug
1970

David J. Dunlap

63 Mayberry Rd.
Crawfordville, FL 32327
A CO, 1% BN, Apr 2008---

Jonathon R. Edwards

430 E. Fay Ave.

Addison, IL 60101

B CO, 1% BN, Sept 2008-

Steven A. Finch

238 Walden Chase
Columbus, GS 31909

A CO, 1% BN, May 2006---

Dillon C. Fisher

8715 Watkins Ave.

Fort Benning, GA 31909
A CO, 1st BN, Current

William D. Franklin

3113 Cherokee Ave.
Columbus, GA 31906
FSC, 1st BN, May 2006---

Joshua A. Gardner

1052 Fitzroy Cir
Springhill, TN 37174

B CO, 1* BN, Dec 20085

Ryan Ingledew

9143 Watkins Ave.

Fort Benning, GA 31905
B Co, 1% BN Oct 08----

George J. Krhounek
4227 Vernard Rd.
Downers Grove, IL 60516
A CO, 1% BN, 1966-1968

James U. Mead

P.O. Box 1

Big Bay, MI 49808
HHC, 2 BN, 1969-1971

Jonathon A. Morgan
1025 Sugar Mill Dr.
Columbus, GA 31909

B CO, 1* BN, Jun 2006---

Jacob D. Rea

6363 Flatrock Rd. Apt 317
Columbus, GA 31907

A CO, 1* BN, Mar 2008---

Stephen M. Reach

9143 Watkins Ave.

Fort Benning, GA 31905
A CO, 1% BN, Oct 2008---

Lindy Screeton
8440 Armor St.
Fort Benning, GA 31905
B Co., 1¥ BN Oct 2008---

Raymond J. Tewes

6316 N. Agnes Ave.
Temple City, CA 91780

A CO, 1™ BN, Oct 66- Sep
68
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15th INFANTRY REGIMENTAL DINNER

18 September 2009, Springfield, Missouri

The 15th Infantry Regiment Association will once again host their annual Regimental Dinner on September
18, 2009 in conjunction with the reunion of the Society of the Third Infantry Division at the Clarion Hotel in
Springfield, Missouri. The dinner is open to anyone wishing to attend.

Program:
5:30 - 6:30 pm No-host Reception
6:30 - 8:30 pm Dinner
Cost: $25.00 per person (includes tax/gratuity)
Menu selections (select one):
1.  Tender Roast Sirloin

2. Chicken Marsala

Reservations:
Name: Menu selection:
Guest: Menu selection:
Guest: Menu selection:
Guest: Menu selection:
Phone Number: Email:

Mail check with total amount to:
Bart Viruso
Treasurer, 15th Infantry Regt Association
116 Harriett Road
North Babylon, NY 11703
Phone: (631) 587-0587, cell (631) 338-1400, email: VIRUSO8@AOL.COM

Reservations and payment must be made by September 11th, 2009.



i Hkngw this may seem like an odd request but | am the granddaughter of Joe Philip Rohrer, a
WWII Veteran that served with the 3rd Division, 15th Infantry and was wondering if there was
possibly an email list where you could forward my email to. | am in the process of writing about

July 2009

IN SEARCH OF

my grandfather but he passed away before | could get a handful of details from him. He

attempted to shield me from most of what he went through and some of my family has been able
to fill in some of the blanks with the stories that he told but | would love to get the story from

someone who lived and survived the war with him. | was also hoping that someone would
remember him and could share a story or two. If you know of a way to go about contacting

someone | would greatly appreciate the information. Thank you for your time, Jennifer Whippleo

Our research has discovered the following: Joe Rohrer did serve with | Co, 15" Infantry Regiment
from 12JAN44 to 31AUG46 as a motor pool mechanic. He was from Loganville, KY. He was with

the 15" through Northern France and the Rhineland. His decorations included the Combat

Infantryman Badge, Purple Heart, French Croix de Guerre w/ Palm, Good Conduct Medal, Army
Occupation Medal (Germany), and the WW Il Victory Medal. If you remember Joe or know of
anyone who does, we ask you kindly to contact his granddaughter, Jennifer Whipple, via email at
jenn.whipple@yahoo.com. So many of the current generations are trying desperately to
learn of the war experiences of their WW Il relatives and the fire at the Personnel Record Center
in St. Louis has made it that much more difficult for them. Thank you and Can Do. Dave Adams,

Editor

Once again, our life member, brother, and author, Bob Faulkender, has given us
permission to include more excerpts from his book entitled below. More excerpts from
Bobds book wildl appear in future editions
relates how much the USO means for our troops and that these dedicated USO folks are

all volunteers. Can Do and thanks, Bob.

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF A PATRIOTIC KIND
By
Robert Faulkender

© Copyright. June, 2008
All rights reserved

The USO kiosk sits smack dab in the middle of the entrance portal for in-coming
passengers at Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport. It's there almost every morning, or
at least every morning that American Soldiers are traveling on their R and R leave from
the combat zones of Iraq and Afghanistan. And on any given morning members from
various Atlanta based groups are manning that Kiosk with gusto. The person behind this
effort is Mary Lou Austin. As director of USO in Georgia, she enlists major Atlanta
organizations such as Georgia Pacific, Kiwanis Club of Atlanta, and the Atlanta Vietnam

Vet erans Busi nessmandés Associati on, t o name

dozen volunteers are at the airport each morning. Mary Lou and her team orchestrate the
volunteers who welcome our in-coming soldiers and pat the back of those returning each
and every day of the week. If you are depressed by the daily media reports, or are
discouraged with the public school system, or you're worried about America's inability to
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meet the challenge of the day, then | urge you to do yourself a favor. Come meet some of
these men and women who are our hope of the future. They are well groomed, confident
and clear about what they are up to. They will make you proud.

And youol |l be exposed to some warm and inspiring
For example:

Encounter with Homespun Manners: The USO kiosk was in position early that morning.
The R and R flight from Iraq was on the ground at 0645, thus the crowd behind the
restraints was almost exclusively the friends and relatives of the returning soldiers. Excited
troops trickled up from customs onto the main concourse where they were greeted by
loved ones or by USO volunteers. The volunteers provided guidance to connecting flights,
to baggage claim, and to the USO lounge.

"Welcome home Soldier, Thanks for serving." He was huge-- six feet five at least
and easily over 200 pounds.

"Thank ya, Suh." His speech lacked the crispness of the professional soldier, but
instead was intoned with a rich southern draw, suggesting he was a reservist.

"Where are you from, son?"

"Alabayma, Suh".

"Well, you're almost there. Do you ever drop in at Chick-fil-lay?"

"Yeah, Suh."

"OK, here's a gift certificate for Chick-fil-lay and a phone card and a USO key
chain andé do you have any edhsilitledtofiechHera Bea?o me t hat mi ght

"Ah, no Suh; but, I'm fixing to have one real soon."

The simple dress on the girl standing to the left rear of the volunteer could not
hide her loveliness or the delicate pink she had just turned.

"She'll be picking me up now. Thank ya, Suh.”

Encounter with a Grateful Citizen: The Airport was busy as usual and most of the
soldiers being greeted were on their way back to the war zone after their respite: all the
more impressive as rested men and women ready to get back and finish the job.

The two USO volunteers had just completed the orientation of a young fighting
man when a gentleman in his late fifties stepped from the crowd of waiting greeters and
approached the volunteers.

"You men are doing some fine work here and | just want to acknowledge that."

His hand held forth a twenty dollar green back.

Now Bill was a seasoned product of the corporate community and big
government. He took an instinctive step backward.

Bob, more the entrepreneurial type and sales oriente d , took the twenty. AThan
you, sir.o

Bill says, "Wait; let me fix you up a receipt."

"Nah, dondt b o-in h law servellyn Vietnamtamdd know the ugly
way he was treated out in public. You guys are doing a great thing here. Keep up the good
work."

He eased on down the concourse.

Later in USO Directorés office the -volunteers proc
dollar contribution.

"Yeah," she says, "Isn't that nice? It happens all the time."
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COLD WAR NOSTALGIA T HARVEY BARRACKS SENTINEL

OCTOBER 1968 i KITZINGEN, (WEST) GERMANY



